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The ways in which we are bound to
the Barth are constantly pushed to
their limits.

The aerodynamics of ﬂlght the
weightlessness of space exploration,
or even a simple jump from the
ground allow us to experience a feel-
ing of falling out — of detaching our-
selves from what keeps us in place.

Last week, the Blackwood Gallery
unveiled its 2009 exhibition entitled
Fall Out, a collection of works by nine
artists that reflect the phenomenon of
gravity and “defy and confirm its
inevitable pull,” as Gallery Curator
Christof Migone explains. The exhi-
bition stretches intc the E-Gallery to
showcase the realm of the individual,
featuring works which highlight the
processes and effects of breathing.

Paul Literland’s video installations,
entitled Forces of Aifraction and
Freefall Fighters, document his count-
less falls to the Earth as a skydiver,
incorporating humorous elements
such as the flapping of his cheeks and
traditional boxing while falling
through the air. Freefall Fighters
marks the 30th anniversary of
Litherland’s first jurmp at the age of
17

Robbin Cumming’s dual exhibit
features a large, canvassed photo-
graph entitled Many Shades of Pink,
White Light, Undone, My Heart is
Breaking from her Little Legs series, as
well as an untitled portrait from a sec-
ond series called Oh, Mother,

Little Legs explores the artist’s inter-
est in the relationship between
humans and objects, as well as find-
ing the intrigue and significance in
ordinary situations. Oh, Mother
encapsulates maternal existence in an

6 THE MEDIUM MONDAY SEFTEMBER, 21, 2009

| ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT mapers nEcRA

idealized rendering so that her mis-
takes make her eventual fall from
grace all the more profound and
dejected. Cumming’s display will fea-
ture a new portrait from each series
every week, simply laid atop the pre-
vious work to show a transition over
the weeks.

A very delicate exhibit entitled
Delete by Kristiina Lahde features g

train of paper that has been repeated-
ly hole- punched te resembl the'

shape of the word “deleté,” ‘creatirig
the effect of handcrafted lace in the
process. The paper cascades over a
stand and into'a heap on the floor,
comparable to the ouiflow of data
from 2 computer.

The most eye-catching piece cur-

rently on display (as students waiting . the mid-ai
_ video tape. The
is © Between Fans, an instailation of

for class outside the gallery will attest)

two electric fans facing each other
and creating an ajr flow, resulting in

ly placed the fa 4
tance.and angle ‘from 1
order to gene:ate the prec:se eondi

Blackwood opens for the season

ond clip has different lengths of
silence imbedded betwesn éuch
repetition, to more closely mimit -
the occurrence of falling fruit.
The first of the two works in the
E-Gallery is” Breathe by Erika .
Kierulf, a silent video triptych of ~
people walking, brezthing, and then
slowly falhng dowii anid out of the
~camera’s view, The work becomes
repetitive, but still remains inter-
esting as each person has a different
portrayal of “letting go™before the i 1
fall. The final work in Fall Odf i'a *
two-part exhibit called Perfect
Vehicle by Simone Jones. The video -
shows a vehicle being propelled
through the Salt Flats of Utah by
the driver’s breathing and the
movement of his ribcage, while the
actua] machine is on display in
front of the gallery as a means of i
enticing onlookers to enter ﬂ_).g Theatre.

is an interactive piece that uses a
magnetic strip to move iron fillings
up and down the wall, leaving-a line
of residue behind. The magnetic
apparatus draws inspiration from
Marcel Duchamp’s glass panel cre-
ation, The Bride Stripped Bare by
Her Bachelors, Even and invites the
viewer to observe its workings
behind the wall through a space
that has been left open.

The final piece on display in the
Blackwood is Valerian Maly's
Apple (Windfall/Fallobst), an audio
installation located by the gallery
entrance, which audibly recreates
the falling of an zpple from Isaac
Newton's Apple TFreel in
Lincolnshire,. England., Maly
recorded the sound of apples falling
until he achieved the perfect syner-
gy between the static tree and the
dynamic falling fruit. The 12-sec-
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Tom Sherman’s Hyperventilation
‘piece is interesting as it introduces
the viewer to the work’s premise
through a statement on the gallery '
wall, but the actual videc it
describes will be on display at Hart
House for Nuit Blanche 2009, as
part of the Drop Out exhibition.
Sherman’s textual work explains bis
desire to work with video eguip-
ment, while his video depicts him
hyperventilating to the point of
passing out and falling out of the
, -video_frame in which he was being
-+ recorded, The video will feature a
ré-performance of Sherman’s
experiment, Sherman hating lost
ginal upon moving to
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